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Despite the unsuccessful referen-

W H AT I S T H E

dums in France on Sunday 29 May

S I T U AT I O N S O FA R

and The Netherlands on Wednesday 1 June, the European Consti-

As many as 9 of the 25 Member

tution is still alive. The leaders of

States have already accomplished

the institutions and governments

ratiﬁcation.

of the European Union have a

Greece, Hungary, Italy, Lithuania,

moral, political, and legal duty to

Slovakia, and Slovenia have accom-

ensure that the ratiﬁcation process

plished ratiﬁcation through parlia-

continues in the remaining Mem-

ment. Spain has accomplished rati-

ber States.

ﬁcation through referendum.

MAIN POINTS
The Constitution is still alive
despite defeats in France and
The Netherlands. The leaders
of Europe have a duty to keep
the ratiﬁcation process on track.
Everything should be done
to secure victory in the next
referenda. If necessary, Turkey
and Lisbon should be scrapped.
Germany and Spain must lead.
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Only 2 of the 25 Member States have so

THIS IS NOT A

far failed ratiﬁcation. France and The

PROBLEM

Netherlands have both failed ratiﬁcation
through referendum.

Such a scenario, where at least 4/5 of the
Member States accomplish and up to 1/5 of

A majority of 14 of the 25 Member States

the Member States fail ratiﬁcation, is already

have yet to a�empt ratiﬁcation. Belgium,

provided for in declaration 30 of the ﬁnal act

Cyprus, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Malta,

of the Constitution, which stipulates that the

and Sweden have planned ratiﬁcation

ma�er in such a case is to be referred to the

through parliament. The Czech Repub-

European Council for resolution.

lic, Denmark, Ireland, Luxembourg, Poland, Portugal, and the UK have planned

The consensus has long been that such a

ratiﬁcation through referendum.

situation could be solved in the following way: The Member States that have accomplished ratiﬁcation would enact the

W H AT I S L I K E LY T O

Constitution among themselves whereas

HAPPEN NEXT

the Member States that have failed ratiﬁcation would have to either try again or

It is a fairly safe assumption that of the Mem-

step out into a special arrangement. This

ber States that have yet to a�empt ratiﬁca-

is indeed what should happen.

tion all those ratifying through parliament
will be able to accomplish ratiﬁcation.

Some will argue that the solution provided for in declaration 30 of the ﬁnal act

Of the remaining ones ratifying through

of the Constitution was designed only to

referendum, we have always expected

deal with the UK and perhaps one or two

failure in the UK and we should now prob-

smaller Member States. It may be true

ably assume failure in the Czech Republic

that this was the intention but there is

and Ireland – whereas it seems reasonable

no rational and objective reason why it

that we can count on success in Poland,

should not be relied on to deal with also

Denmark, Portugal, and Luxembourg.

France and The Netherlands. Although
they are important Member States, they

If this forecast is right, the result will be that

are not indispensable if it comes to a hard

20 of the 25 Member States accomplish and

choice between them and the future of

5 of the 25 Member States fail ratiﬁcation.

the European Union as a whole.
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I M P L I C AT I O N S

cession of Turkey, the Lisbon agenda, or

RIGHT NOW

any other controversial issue – then these
issues should be scrapped decisively, im-

It is very important to keep all this in

mediately, and publicly from the political

mind now in the hysteria and confusion

agenda of the European Union. Time has

in the a�ermath of the unsuccessful refer-

come for tough choices, ﬁrm actions, and

endums in France and The Netherlands.

clear speech.

It has several important consequences
for the current situation:

What counts now is acting in the interest of the long term global interest of

•

First, it means that the Constitu-

tion is far from dead.

humanity. This requires a multipolar
world. This requires a uniﬁed and strong
Europe. This requires a European Con-

•

Second, it means that the ratiﬁca-

tion process must go on.

stitution. Now is the one unique historical opportunity to get it. Anything else is
nothing but a means to this end.

•

Third, it means that all eﬀorts

should now be focused on winning the
referenda at least in Denmark, Luxem-

AC T L I K E S TAT E S M E N

bourg, Poland, Portugal, and if possible
in the Czech Republic and Ireland.

The leaders of all the institutions and
governments of the European Union
must recognize that the Constitution is

T H E C R I T I C A L TA S K

still alive and that they have a moral,
political, and legal duty to ensure that

The principals of the European Union

the ratification process continues in the

must urgently identify and implement

remaining Member States.

the actions necessary to win the referenda at least in Poland, Denmark, Portugal,

However, now that France has sidelined

and Luxembourg, and if possible in the

herself alongside the UK, a particularly

Czech Republic and Ireland.

heavy responsibility to take leadership
and keep the momentum up rests with

If data suggest that voters in these Member States worry about the possible ac-

Germany and Spain.
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